CHAPTER XIX
MISCELLANEOUS

THIS chapter contains short notes on several subjects of
importance for which room could not conveniently be found
in the other chapters.

1. Ornaments. The subject of ornaments has been
described as controversial, and the campaign against the
excessive use of them as a fad. This is mere nonsense.
The position is simple and logical The desire for decora-
tion is natural and laudable, but in an era of low prices,
there are other ways of expressing it than by the barbaric
display of gold and silver. Children can be clean, healthy
and bright. What clothes they wear can be neat and clean.
Women can learn to make pretty clothes for themselves
and their children. Flowers, pictures, and a tastefully
decorated home are within the reach of most of those
who now get into debt to load themselves with
trinkets.

As for gold and silver ornaments, they have no place on
men who complain that they are too poor to pay their
taxes, and in a country where they are so coveted the
flouting of excessive and expensive ornaments by either
men or women in the presence of those who cannot afford
them is merely tactless and unkind. For women, no
prohibition is needed. It is enough to educate them, and
then leave them to decide for themselves whether they
should spend their money on ornaments, or should content
themselves with such a reasonable amount as they can